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Theard a Voice from Heaven, ſaying unto me, 
| Bleſſed are the Dead, which die in the Lord, 


© henceforth - yea, ſaith the Spirit, that they m 
tom their Labours, and their Works ao ſolow chem. 
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don and Daughter of Mrs, Anna Baket 
Y deceas'd. 
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HEN I was requeſted to preach this Ser | 
mon, I was loth to undertake a Service, 
Which [ thought might have more Fuſtice 
done it by other Hands ; and Jet now I venture to do 
| & bolder thing, by 3 upon the Houſe tops phat 
JE 0 before delivered in a Corner. I think 70, Man ever 
had a greater Averſion to appear in this publick man- 
ner than my ſelf, from the ſincere Reſpett I have for 
Mankind, and. a Conſciou[neſs of my Eels to offer 
to the World what may be worthy, of its Acceptance; 
however I am at preſent owereruled. What Reception 
this Diſcourſe will meet with in this critital Ages. the 
Event muſt ſhew ; in the mean while I have the 7001 


nony of my Conſcience, that doing good it my princips; 
ony of my Conſcience, 7; g good it my pr pe 
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iv EPISTLE DEDICATORY. 
Aim, and that will bear me out at the Bar of God, 
what" Sentence ſoe ver Iny undergoat-tharof Men. 

1 do not promiſe to gratiſy the Curious with things 
rare and novel; yet this I think, that as the Printing 
of the Sermon may be to many an Occaſion of Reading 

it ; fo old Truths in the plain Dreſs of "my unpoliſhed 
Stile, may, by God's Bleſſing (and the exacteſt Perfor- 
mince can do nothing without it) make, or at le 
refreſh ſome uſeful Impreſſtons upon the Honeſt and well 
prepar'd. And I confeſs my ſelf quickened to ſucha 
way of durable Servici as this, by "7 often Infirmities ; ³ 
which remind me of my latter End, and inſtigate me 
to exert. my poor Abilities for the Honour of God and 
the. Good of Men, ' before it comet. 

The Subject treated of in the Firſt Part will eafily be 
ound to be of great Importance to the.Conſolation-of 
faithful Souls. The great Uncertainty vf - Life at all 

Times, and the more than ordinary Reduttion of it- in 
our Days, makes it highly concerning to be well ac- 
quainted with the Doctrine of the Scriptures in relation 
to our State after Death. And this I hope will. here 


be made appear to be a Heavenly one, but not with that © 


Variety of Explanation, or fr ge which a larger 
Treatiſe would admit of; and yet the Reaſonings, tho” 
not wholly 'new, are ſome” of them ( FI don t fi tale ) 
not commonly met with. I own I fet ſo great a Value 
upon this Knowledge, that the controverſial Studies of 
the Day little affect me in compariſon of it. I think 
alſo that a labour A Diſſertation upon this Theme ſhould 
Be richly worth the Pains of the moſt learned and able 
Men among us, and be a moſt acceptable and profitable 
Preſent to the Church ; the rather,” becauſe. I ſee a Di. 
poſition in many to abandon the Footſteps of the Flock in 
this Article, to inſinuate degrading Notions of the Hap- 
pineſs of ſeparate Souls, and to deny them Manſions in 
Heaven, tho" they cannot agree among themſelves where 
to lodge them, Such ill concerted Sebemes muke Death 
1 more 
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| "Sore terrible than ofbarmjſe it would be, wan hin 
"aye are arm d uguinſt it by more fawonrable Seriptur- 
Docer ines. Tbeſe cunſilerations have engag d me, thi” 
one of the unfitteſt, to draw together in many Particu- 
urs all that I can wet with in my Bible, that is jut 


= ty applicable to our diſembodied State, not without 


= Thoughts of digeſting and putting tbem into Form, for 
E... 
3 © "The main Propoſition which is advand d in tbe 
Second Part concerning the'Preheminence df the ſeparate, 
"above the embodied State, no Man will deny. I have 


berefere anly aim d to produce an affeBting and govern- 


= ing Belief of it: For Senſe bears fo \frongly another 
un, that all Helps ure little enough, amd none ought 

to be deſpisd, whith are any .ways nſtful to gain a 
= rodical Determination in favour of this Truth, It is 

If Path only is the Subſtance of things hop'd for, 
and the Evidence of things not feen But all Min 
ba ve nat this Fajth, who jet will not diſown the unſeen 
Ae drawing of .vhe Character of the Deceaſed in 


bbe cloſe, is but à ſuſt Tribute 10 fo. ſuperior a Me- 


vit; and is not only vindicated, but recommended 
that Scripture Adage, The Righteous ſhall be hal 
in everlaſting Remembrance. And if, we are to le 
Followers of thoſe who thro! Faith and Patience arenow 
inheriting the Promiſes, it is bat neceſſary, that the 
illuſtrious Characters, in which they ſhined, ſhould be 
Placed in the ſtrongeſt Point of Light. The Precepts 
of Religion ſhew us only what we ought to do; but the 
endleſs Perfection of the Commands, and the infinite 
Malignity of our Natures, would make us deſpair of 
doing, and ſo diſhearten_us from attempting any thing, 
If #he Examples if Religion did not inſtruct us what is 
poſſible to be done; which likewiſe ſtrongly excite our 
ſluggiſh Souls, and rouſe our indolent Minds to Emula- 
tion. Bu while the excellent Paggerns of. the Dead 

| are 
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gre prpounded for the Imitation of the Living, the be? 
hold: 

what pious Breaſt can refrain from mourning, that ſo 
much G oodneſs ſhould bave left our World, 1 retir d 


(like that of the Sun) leaves us in IE Darkneſs, l 


a reviving Light appears to our ſadned Minds,when we 
vie thoſe very Perſons riſing again in them, who are 


their Children, not only by the Derivation of Nature, 
but by the Similitude of Grace. And this Relief we 

bave under our preſent Circumſtancep. of Grief ;, for the 
main Lines of this admirable Picture of your excellent 
Mother, are by the Grace of God tranſcril'd in you, © 


who by the immature Death of that ingenious and reli- 
gious Gentleman your Brother, are now become her 
only ſurviving Offspring. With Joy we ſee you tra- 
6ing her venerable Footſteps ; and that you may Bold oj 
as you have begun, copying after ſo bright an Original, 
and may continually increaſe the hereditary Honour an- 
Piety of your Family, and ſurpaſs the moſt holy ang 
the moſt favour'd of your Anceſtors in an exemplary 
Life and triumphant Death, a d ſo deſerve a yet 155 
and more finiſh'd Character than they, is the hearty 

Trajer of, „ 8 ; 
S1R, and Miva, 
55 25 Your Affectionate Friend, : 
and Ser bam, 
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ing them pierces as with the deepeſt Sorrow, For 


zo Heaven? And yet tho' the ſetting of ſuch holy Perſons 


50S 
Thomas Scott. 
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2 Co R. v. 8. 


| 4 We are confident, I ſay, and willing 


rather to he abſent from the Body, 


. ; b 


and preſent with the Lord. 


ws 


E are required iin the Holy Scriptares to 
mark the per felt Man, and to behold the 
2 or the End of that Man is Peace. 


ow this is always true, as to the Eſtate 
= —_- e enters into at Death; and often true, 
= as to the Frame of his Soul under the fick Bed Pro- 
ſßpects of Death. The fulfilling of this Obſervation in 
"IF No former Senſe, is a Matter of Faith ; the fulfilling 
it in the latter, a Matter of Senſe, It was very emi- 
= nently ſo in the Caſe of that Excellent Perſon, whoſe 
Funeral hath occaſion'd this Diſcaurſe : Which makes 
this Text exceeding pertinent, as expreſſive of the 
Ry and heavenly Temper, which ſhe was-enabled 
ſteddily to maintain under the Approaches of a dying 
Hour; and for that Reaſon was it appointed me. 
The Intention of the Apoſtle, not only in this Verſe, 
but in a very great number of Verſes backwards, in 
this, and in the preceding Chapter, is to repreſent the 
27 Conſiderations which ſupported him and the reſt of his 
{ Bretbren in the Miniſtry (not excluding other Chri- 
ſtians) in all their Tribulations. Particularly in the 1 
Verſe of this 5th Chapter, the Apoſtle ſhews us how 
oo they were influenc'd, and born ap, from the 
Conlideration of the Houſe not made with Hands, eter- 
nal in the Heavens ; into which they were, thro Death, 
to paſs out of the Tabernacle of the Body, And as 
God npicher, ig. ature oor e any Der 
qt 1 1 1 5 5 N 95 
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8 A Fux ERA. SRRMON upon * 
ſires in vain, he demonſtrates this immediate Happi- 
N of the ſeparate Souls of holy Men, by 
the: reſtleſs. Deſires of the ne- Natüre inf them after 
ity in the 24 Verſe: And nom tlie Apaſtle touches 
1. On an awful Conditionality attending the Obje 


WW 5 id 
N 


of their Groaning, Ver. 3. If ſo he that being cloathed, 


with the Spirit, and Righteouſneſs. of our dear Re- 
deemer, we Hall not be found naked, at the ſtrict En- 
quiry which Divine Omniſcience will make concern- 
ing every one of us in a dying Hour. The Apoſite 
moe, FE 

2. Diſcovers the Cauſes of theſe fervent Defires after 
the Celeſtial Glory; and.theſe:are either God! himſelf, 
with all the renewing Influences of his holy Spirit : 
or the Afflictions of the Body, which often make 
the preſent Life a Burden, and drive a Man into 
the Promiſes and Proſpects of another for Relief. Or, 


. the great Argument which hath. been of fo mich 


weight with the People of God'in all Ages, their 
being Strangers and Foreigners here on Earth, and 
abſent from their proper Home; that how diſagreeable 
ſoe ver their Accommodations are in this World, yet 
here is not their Reſt nor Home, Ver. 6. And that 
while we are in the Body, we are abſent from home, 
the Apoſtle proves from hence, That nom we walk by 
Faith, not by Sight, Ver. 7. And fo he introduces the 
Words of the Text, Being confident, I ſay, and willing, 
Cc. Which are as if the Apoſtle had ſaid, Since 
while we are preſent in the Body, we are abſent from 


the Lord, who is our Home (for ſo the original Word 


implies) therefore we, in the face of the moſt diſcou- 
xaging Oppoſitions, perſevere in the Profe ſſion, and in 
all the Duties of our moſt holy Religion, as not only 
Knowing that when we are abſent from the Body, we - 
ſhall be at home with the Lord; but being ſtrongly 


deſirous ſo to be. It is nataral for Perſons, whoare 


in foreign Countries, when Troubles overtake them, 
to wiſh that they were at home, and to comfort 


themſelves, that cer long they ſhall be ſo, The Text 


prefents you with a twofold Diſcovery. 


1 ' 


1, Of the State of holy Souls when they have 96 
parted this Life. When they are abſex# from the Jody, 
= x they 


the Deny 15 22 ANNA Bucks: % 


112 art eſent with the Lord; they are at home with 
nd this is undeniably the Lord Jeſus Chriſ. 
kn "Gf i the Temper of holy Souls under all the Ine 
Edele 'of the ome Life; with' reference to 
their future Eſtate. They 
from their Bodies, that they may paſs intoit ; and they 
are greatly born up with the Hope, and ExpeQations 
at they ſtall do ſo. My Work therefore at t this 
Titne will be to conſider, 4510 4 | 


113% 


. Eirſ, The Stite of holy Souls when they have ae. 


| parted This Life. 
_ Secondly,, The Temper ve ought to be | in, with 
je ad to that Stare: 51 


S : are e Abt From the Boc * 8 11e at | hooks; — 
woc are preſent with tlie 2050 Nou here it will . 


neceſſary for me to do theſe Three ut an 


I. To ſkew 100 ailete thetord M op 
fi. To explain what it is to 49 with the 1 | 
III. To demotiftrate (by aſſociating divers. Ha 
. Scriptures with this) what full Evidence there is 
in your Bibles, that holy Souls do 1 
at Death go Into the Preſenee of the Lord. Yi 


[. I ani to ſtew you whete this Lond i is. 1 cho⸗ | 


ar firſt appearance it may ſeem to be a Queſtion» of 
little moment where he is, ſince unto a Soul that loves 


bim, it is ſufficient to be with him in any Plate; yet 


fince the Article where Chtift exiſts is in it ſelf one of 


the Fundamentals of the Chriſtian F aitb, and upon ſe⸗ 


| Cond Thoughts will appear plainl: enough o give a 
very vawable Ligh 111 to the prefent Subject 3 * * 


fore come 'fee the pute he your Lord is. * 1 
ite 


Time was when he dwelt upon our Earth; and pi 


bis Taberiiete in the Land of Judah; and yd 9 
— ** about © 


- 4 6 


are willing even to be ahſennt 1 


x SERMON, a 
ad About z3 Years there; but then he was crucified by his 
own, which was follow'd with a glorious Reſurrecti- 
on; and after 4o Days Converſe with his Diſciples, he 
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Ku appear'd among Men no more. His Departure was 
| 15 not dy a ſudden vaniſhing, but by a gradual aſcending, 
| uß to Heaven, in the view of many of his Followers; 
| and upon the Day of his Aſcenſion, he was received up 
& into Glory, 1 Tim. 3. 16. When the lamenting Eyes of 
| the Apoſiles gazing could reach no further, he was {till 


1 paſſing thro* the Heavens, the Aerial and the Starry, 
(Heb. 4. 16.) until at laſt he arrived at the Empyręal 
; Heavens. For he that deſcerided is the ſame alſo that 


aſcended far above all Heavens, that he might fill all 
N things, Eph. 4. 10. He then preſented himſelf (under 
= the united Characters of a King to reign, and a Prieſt 
Do jatercede) before his Father, who with inexpreſ- 


{ble Satisfaction in all that he had done, and ſuffer d, 
in our World, ſaid to him, Sit the on my Right Hand, 3 
until I make thine Enemies thy Footſtool, Plal. 110. 1. 
| And there he now fits, and there he reigns, and there 
| he is an Advocate and Prieſt upon his Throne, Heb. 8. 
| 1. And thus have I refreſh'd your Memories, and! 
hope warmed your Hearts, by ſhewing you the Place 
of Reſidence of your once crucify'd, but now exalted MK 
Saviour. He is far above all Heavens, be. is in the 
Heaven of Heavens, he is in the higheſt Heavens, and 
at the Right Hand of God there. And now, + 


II. It will not be difficult to make out what the be- 
ing with this exalted Saviour means; what it is for 
holy Souls, when they depart this Life, to go to and 
be with the Lord. It plainly leads to theſe following 

o e eee e 
1. To be preſent with the Lord implies a heiſig lo- 
eally where the Lord is. 3 | 
2. The being admitted to the beatifical Yiſion, and 
Fruition of him. | | —_— 
3. It implies a being admitted and received into the 
| immediate Preſence and Enjoyment of God himſelf, 
1 and into the General Aſſembly and Church of che 
{| Firſt born, becauſe Chriſt is ther, 


4. It implies our being at home, when we are with 


„ANNA BAKER. 11 
I. It implies our being in the very World and Place 
where he is. The ſeparated Souls of righteous Men 
will not only at Death he preſent with the Lord, with 
reſpect to his eſſential Preſence, nor only with reſpet᷑t 
to the realizing Repreſentations of the Grace of Faith, 


the Death qr A. 


but properly and immediately, locally and ſtrictly. 
That this muſt be the Meaning, is evident, becauſe 


Abſence from the Body is prexequired to this Preſence 
with the Lard, which the Text (peaks of. Therefore 
no Preſence. with the Lord is here intended, which 


ue can have in our embodied Eſtate; to which both 


the other Senſes of being preſent with the Lord well 
agree. It is ſuch a Preſence with the Lord, is here 
deſign'd, in compariſon of which, the moſt intimate 
Communion with him, the neareſt Approaches to him, 
and the moſt ſublime and abſtrated Enjoy ment ot 
him, which theſe Primitive Chriſtians, or Apoſtles, 


themſelves, were ever admitted to in this ws are 
a 


State of Diſtance from him. For the Apoſtle faith, 
= Ver. 6. Muowing that while we are preſent in the Body 
we are abſent from the Lord, As therefore our Lord 
| | Jeſus is now, in his intire Hyman Nature, locally in 
the Celeſtial Places, and was (o in his ſeparate Soul, 
before the Reſurrection of his Body; even fo fhatt we 
WE be locally preſent with him there, in our State of 86 
= paration, as. well as that of our Reſurre&tion. 
+) 2. To be preſent with the Lord implies our bein 
admitted into a moſt perfe& Viſion and Fraition o 
him: And this is plain from two Conſiderations, 
which the Text and Context afford. N ned 


(...) Becauſe the Argument of the Apoſtle turns en- 
tirely upon à Suppolition of an exceeding great Ad- 
vantage, in being preſent with the Lord. Ie is for this 

| reaſon, we are willing to renounce our dear Commil- 
nion with the Body. For this reaſon, we groan in 
the preſent Tabernacle, earneſtly deſiring oor Houſe, 
which is from Heaven, becauſe we hope to be with 
Chriſt there. But now this ſtrong Inclination toward, 
the celeſtial State, upon the account of being preſent 
with the Lord, would altogether be unaccountable, 
unleſs we ſuppoſe a very. great Advantage in it ; but 
the Advantage can no way be made appear, without a 


B 2 
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Suppoſition of 3 enjoying him, when we are 
preſent with him; for where is the Comfortableneſs 
ol ſeeing the Lord Jeſu in Heaven, without ſeeing 
him for our ſelves? His immediate Preſence muff 
needs be either very terrible and tormenting, or very 
beatifical and gladning, 2 Theſſ. 1. 8, 9, 1. 
ö (2) The Apoſtle in the Verſe before plainly contra- 
1 diſtinguiſhes our embodied and diſembodied State, by 

: theſe two oppoſite Characters; the one is a walking 
by Faith, the other by Sight. For we "walk by Faith, 

not hy Sight. Conſequently, after the Separation of 

our Souls, the Life of Faith is at an end, and that of 

Sight begins; and conſequently, our Souls are then to 

be admitted to the neareſt. Viſion, and the moſt tranſ- 


4a x” 


porting Fruition of him, in whom they now believe. 

And here I have an Opportunity of enlarging upon a 
_ delightful Theme indeed, by entring. into the Conſi- 
deration of the raviſhing Communion; which departed 
holy Souls will have with the Bleſſed 705 and the 
eternal Duration, of that Communion; uf 1 am o- 
iblig'd to haften; and therefore 
3. To be preſent with the Lord implies a being ad- 
mitted into the immediate Preſence and Enjoyment of 
God himſelf, and into the General Aﬀembly and 
Church of the Firſt-born, becauſe. Chriſt is there. 
If the Souls of Believers at Death are to be preſent 
with the Lord Jeſus, they cannot but be preſent with 
God the Father, at whoſe Right Hand he ſits, and 
with that glorious eg in which he makes ſo bright 
a Figure. To this tranſcendent Aſſembly, with God 
the Judge of all, andFeſus the Mediator, Supream in 


* 


it, are we by Faith United now, and we even now 


haye Communion With it ; but a local Cohabitation in 
* it, a proper and immediate Converſe with the happy 
Members of it, are Privileges which are reſery'd tor 
- us in the State of Separation from the Bo- 0 The 
| Apoſtle preſents us with a fine Idea of our preſent Uni- 
| on with this Celeſtial Company, and by conſequence 
| of our future Admiſſion into it, and dwelling in it, 
ks Heh. 12. 22——25. The Conjunction of our depart- 
ö ed Spirits with this Society, deſcribed under the Me- 
| taphor of a City, is the Foundation of what you Al, 
j | ; i, nah Jag e t 80 Ne AI. 8 He E 
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the Death of Mrs. A BAUER. 13 
Heb. 11. 20,1 1 -Opr Approximation ta Gad 
is intended in 1 pr. 13.12 and Rev. 7.147 15, 16, 17. 
Our Happiness in being there mingled with Angels, 
is expreſſy promiſed by gur Lord Jeſus to 3 
12 . 2. where thaſe who ſtand hy, arethe Angels. 
And that Death gathers us your Spirits of our gadly 
the Promiſe to our Father 
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of the griginal Word, ang this hath been the common 
Senſe of all the Faithfp, who in nothing have more a- 

ed than in this, to confeſs, and to declare plainly, 
Thar they took upon themſelves to be Strangers and 
Pilgrims here on Earth; that this World is not their 


Home, but Heayen is. And certainly Earth cannot 


be our Home, where our Stay is ſa vety ſhort ; but 
Eternity mult be it, where our Exiſtence and Abode 
will be ſo yery long. be e e 
| | Arte BS 5 T4 


II. Ham now to ſhew you, (by joining divers oth 
ptures with this) what full Evidence there is, in 


73 


B | your Bibles, to prove that holy Souls, as ſoon as ab- 
(ent from their Bodies, are preſent with the Lord. 
15 Now this will appear 7 75 from expreſs Teſtimonies 


of Scripture, and partly from good Scripture Conſe- 


1. From expreſs Teſtimonies of Scripture. The 


Y Thict upon the Croſs thus jnvocates the; Lord Feſui 


Lord, remember me, when thou comeſt into thy Kingdoms. 
And then receives. this. more than expeſted or deſir d 
Anſwer, Verily, I ſay 85 thee, this Day thou ſpalt be 
with me in Paradiſe, Our Lord Jeſus in theſe Words 
ſpeaks plainly to this dying Man, and not in Parables, 
and expreſſes himſelf in Language which he well un⸗ 
derſtood. The Meaning is indeed too; clear to need a 
Gloſs ; it is undeniable his Soul was after Neath to be 
diſpos d of, where Chriſt's Soul then was to be, that is, 
in Paradiſe, and that Paradiſe is Heaven, as will 
pear by and by. This Promiſe was accompliſh d wit 
in tyeo ar three Hours after the making ef it. At our 
Voi beine his Soul ee into Paradiſe, 6d 
ä | too 


ward ever with him. But, 


y 
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took that of the Thief, according to Promiſe, with 
him, as one of the Spoils and Trophies of his late 
Victory over Hell. The Apoſtle Paul was fo equi- 
poiz'd between. his Inclination towards Life, that he 
might ſerve Chriſt ; and his Inclination towards a De- 


parture, that he might be with him, and enjoy him, 


that he was at a great loſs which to chooſe, Phil. 1. 
from 21 to 24. Now here are no Words that ſo much 
as ſeem.to intimate a Privilege appropriated to the A- 
poſtle Paul, or any other Apoſtle. He ſpeaks of the 
Advantage of Death, as that which every Man, who 
maketh Chriſt his Life, might depend upon, as well 
as they; and of being with Chriſt after departing 


| Hence, as that Reward which every Servant of the 


Lord Jeſus hath a Claim to equally with them; and 
when he faith, Having a Defire to depart, and to be 
with Chrift, he inſinuates in a very (ſtrong, but ey 
manner, that the latter follows in cools apon th 

former, by virtue of ſome Sanction or Covenant Pro- 
miſe, that makes it the common Right and Claim of 
the Saints, as ſuch, and not the peculiar Privilege of 
this ar. that Individual among them. And now we 
may take another View of the Text, and obſerve the 
Tenour of the Apoſtle's Words, both in the eth and 


8th Verſes. Now if, while we are preſent with the 


Body, we are from home as to the Lord ; and if, be- 
cauſe our Home is with the Lord, therefore we who 
believe are made willing rather to be abſent from the 
Body, that we may be at home with him; then I think 


it is plainly no flouriſhing, but good arguing, to 


infer, that the Souls of Believers do at their Death 
immediately go to Chriſt, to be from that time for- 

2. Give me leave to reaſon this Caſe by good Con- 
ſequences from Scripture. In general, if the Souls of 
good Men do immediately at Death paſs into Heaven, 


where Chriſt is; then it is evident they are imme- 
diately with Chriſt. But that the Souls of good Men 


do immediately paſs into Heaven, where Chriſt is, 1 
prove by ſeveral Arguments. | | 
(1.) The Souls of good Men do immediately after 
Death go into the Boſom of Abraham, This is u 
oy 0 niably 
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niably intended to be repreſented to us in the Parable 
of Dives and Lazarus, Luke 16. In the 224 Verſe 


vou are told, that it came to paſa that Lazarus died, and 


r ͤTlw d Pp ]§⁰¹· Has. a M1. 
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was carried by the Angels into Abraham's Boſom. And 
in the next Verſe you read, that Dives lift up his 


The Kingdom of Glory is in this Parable metapho- 


Wo rically deſcrib'd to us by a Feaſt, and according to the 
bich Ideas which the Jewiſh N. 

their Father Abraham, he ſeems to bear the Character 
of the Maſter of it, at leaſt of the chief Gueſt at it, 
ſitting or rather leaning at the higheſt Seat; and a- 


ation had concerning 


greeably to the Cuſtom of the Eaſtern Nations (each 


one not ſitting upon Chairs, but leaning upon Beds 
about the Table) they lay in one another's Boſoms : 
And Lazarus being here conſider'd as next in Honour 
unto Abraham, afe 
and Sores on Earth, is ſaid to be in his Boſom. Now 
two things ſhew, that being in Abraham's Boſom in- 
tends the heavenly State. 1 ö 
3 ft, Becauſe this was a Phraſe in common uſe among 
the Jews, where Dr. Lightfoot (if I miſtake him not) 
finds it to ſi nily the Heavenly Glory, and from the 
Jewiſo Dialect of t 


trary Fancies of a Limbus Patrum. 


er Death, in ſpite of all his Poverty 


hat, Day ſtrongly confutes the arbi- 


. 


2dly, Becauſe, as Lazarus appears to be in the Bo- 


= ſom of Abraham, Dives is drawn as actually in Hell, 


and in Torments there. If Divers Place was Hell, 


Laxaruss Place (here called Abraham's Bolom) was 
in all probability, Heaven. For if Sin reigneth over 


the ſeparated Souls of bad Men, by hurrying them 
down to Hell, mach more will the Grace of God 
triumph and reign over the ſeparated Souls of good 
Men, by taking them up to Heaven. And upon the 
Whole, the clearing up this Truth, that when Men 
die, their Souls do immediately go either to Heaven or 
Hell, ſeems to be one undeniable Scope of this Parable 


bol our Saviour. 


2) The Souls of good Men do immediately at 
eath go into Paradiſe. This Day ſhalt thoube with me 
| Paradiſe; Now we read of a twofold Paradiſe in 

Seripture, am Earthly one, and an Heavenly on : 

e 
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Parddiſe, 


obod 


Altar of Rurnt-Offexing, Now the Altar of Bürnt- 
Offering was e's by the Jews in their Writings 
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as the Throne of God's Glory, and ſo they expreſſed 
the Reſidence of holy Souls in their State of Separa- 
tion, by being under the Throne of God's Glory, 
that is, under the Altar. The Jewiſh Schools having 
all theſe three Phraſes to expreſs that State by; their 


being. in Paradiſe, their being in Abraham's Boſom, 
and their being under the Throne of Glory. „ 


4. The Souls of good Men are no ſooner uncloatked 


of their earthly Tabernacle, but they enter into a 


Houſe ready made for them, not with Hands, eternal 
in the Heavens. This is the Doctrine of. our Saviour 


in Luke 16. 9. Make to your ſelves Friends of the unrigh- 
XZ tro Mammon; do all the good you can with your 
temporal Riches while you live, that when yon fail, 
break (that is) and die, they, your- godly. Debtors, 
all whom you have refreſhed, and ſerved with your 
7 Subſtance, who are gone before you into Heaven, or 


who have gratefully directed their pious and fervent 


Prayers to Heaven for -you, may receive you, or be 


inſtrumentäl to your being received into their ever- 


8 /:fting ettiereal Habitations, when by Death you are 


driven out of your temporal and corporeal one. And 


this is the Subſtance of all the. former Part of the 


Chapter wherein the Text lies: For the Apoſtle in 
that Context doth not mean the State of Reſurrection 
only, but the State: of Separation alſo, - That greatly: 


W Judicious'Man, CALVIN (whom above all Men L 


would chuſe for my Guide, ſo far as we may venture 
to truſt the Judgment of à fallible Man; in matters of 
Religion) is clearly of this Opinion. He takes the 


Senſe to expatiate and: ſtretch it ſelf to all Eternity, 


beginning tlie Account at Death. And thus the Houſe 
not made with Hands; is not (as ſome think) this Body, 
made glorious after the Similitude of the ſecond Adam 
at the Day of judgment , but a celeſtial- Glory put. 
upon our Souls, when ſeparated fron! theſe Bodies- 
And this Senſe appears very plain, becauſe all the; 
Bratiches of the Context; from the iff to the 8th 
Verſe, ſeem to coaleſce id the ſame Argument and 
Deſign ; and conſequetitly the 6th, 7th, and 8th Ver-, 
ſes ares Clue to led us itirs the. Meaning of the vihiole 3 
418 legen l thofe \/ beloug ta the Sue 
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of ſeparate Souls, ſo do all the reſt. There are many 
other Portions of Scripture, which contribute their 
Evidence to the Doctrine under Conſideration. This 
is that the Plalmiſt hath his Eye upon, when he faith, 
Plal. 73. 24. Thou ſhalt guide me by thy Counſel, and af- 
terwards receive me unto Glory. After ward! but 
when? Plainly, when the Divine Guidance in all the 
critical Paths of a Wilderneſs World ceaſes, then that 
Glory commences, as IJrael paſſed out of the Deſart 
into Canaan. This State of ſeparate Souls is that which 
the Prophet IJſaiah ſpeaks of, Iſa. 57. 2. This is that 
which the Apcitle means, when he ſaith, Rom. 13. 11. 

Now is our Salvation nearer than when we firſt believed; 
and it is that Which, the Apoſtle Pete“s abundant En- 
trante refers to, 2 Pot. 1. 12. For ſo an Entrance ſhall. 
be miniſtred to you adunelantly, &c. And the laſt Prays- 
er of the Protomartyr can no otherwiſe be accounted 
for, but upon the foot of this Doctrine, when he ſaid, 
Lord FJeſus, receive my Spirit, Acts 7. 59. And thus 
have l, as fully as my Time would allow me, demon- 
ſtrated the Remove of holy Souls from the Body unto 
Chriſt; from tabernacling on Earth to dwelling in 
Heaven; from being at home as to this Body, unto a 
Being (in. a far more proper and excellent Senſe) at 
home as to the Lord. And ſo much may ſuffice for. 
the firſt Thing in the Text, the State of holy Souls, 
when they depart this Life, I now proceed to ſhew, 


_ Secondly, The Temper of Mind; which we ought to 
be in with reſpect to that State. And this is expreſsd 
by two Words, the one of which ſignifies we are bold 
and fearleſs, not puſillanimous, and caft down under 
our Affl ctions, becauſe we know, that no ſooner hath 
Death prevailed over this mortal Life, and turn'd us 
out of Houſe and Home into an unknown World, but 
we ſhall take immediate Poſſeſlion of our everlaſting; 
Habitation, where the blefled Jeſus is, and ſo be for 
ever With him, which is our moſt proper, and to be 
fare our beſt Home. The other ſignifies, we are by 
the View of the bleſſed Conſequences of dying brought 
to that Temper of Mind, that how cloſe. ſoever the 
Love of Lifs and of the Body cleaves to us, yet the 
* — e ©. UE; 
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Deſire of leaving it, for the ſake of being preſent with 
the Lord, which is a greater Good than any that can 
be had in it, is more ſtrong and governing in us. So 
that thoſe two Words are expreſſive of two holy Diſ- 
politions, Which were eminently feen in the Primi- 
tive Confeſſors of our Lord Jeſus, and which ought to 
be in us alſo, 3 n, 

1. The Inclination of thejnew Nature to be preſent 
with the Lord, and in order to that end, to be abſent 
from the Body. And willing rather to be abſent from 
the Body, &c. Which Words again preſent us with 
a twofold Biaſs in every holy Soul; the one belonging 
to Nature, willing rather to be preſent with the Bo- 
dy; the other belonging to Grace, willing rather to 
be prefers with the Lord, and to be abſent from the 
Body. There is in Nature a ſtrong Affection to the 
preſent Life, -and conſequently a ſtrong Averſion to 
Death. There is in Grace a ſtrong Affection towards 
the heavenly Life, which can no otherwiſe be obtained 
but by Death. Between theſe two Principles there is 
a mighty Strugple, and the Succeſs is various and al- 
ternate; but uſually Faith and Grace are victorious, 
ſo far as to reconcile us to the Bitterneſs of Death, 
under the Views and Hopes of the beatifical and cele- 
ſtial Life that ſpringeth ont of it. But the Victory of 
Grace over Nature in this regard, as it js often ſub- 
ordinately owing to the Influence of our bodily AﬀMi- - 
ions, ſo it always is the Effect of the mighty Power 
of God, as the principal Cauſe ;, and this the Apoſtle 
ſuggeſts, Ver. 5. where, after ſpeaking of the ſtrange 
Tendency of a Believer's Heart towards Heaven, he 
adds, Now he that hath wrought us for the felf-ſame. 
thing, is God, The truth is, without introduging the 
Power of God, as a Piece of Machinary into à Scene, 
this vanquiſhing of the natural Abhorrence of Death, 
by a ſtrong Appetite towards a future and inviſible 
State, is a præternatural Phenomenon altogether un- 
accountable. 1 ee 


C 


2. The other Diſpoſition which we ſhould aim at, 
is Magnanimity, and Confidence, in all the Diſtreſſes 
and Griefs of Life, whether of a more publick or of a 
more private Nature, ſpringing out of a joyful Ex- 
< C2  pectation, 
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of ſeparate Souls, ſo do all the reſt. There are many 
other Portions of Scripture, which contribute their 
Evidence to the Doctrine under Conſideration, This 
is that the Plalmiſt hath his Eye upon, when he faith, 
P fal. 73. 24. Thou ſhalt guide me by thy Counſel, and af- 
terwards receive me unto Glory. After ward! but 
when ? Plainly, when the Divine Guidance in all the 
critical Paths of a Wilderneſs World ceaſes, then that 


Glory commences, as Hrael paſſed out of the Deſart 
into Caan. This State of ſeparate Souls is that which 


the Prophet Jſaiah ſpeaks of, Iſa. 57. 2. This is that 


_ which the Apcitle means, when he ſaith, Rom. 13. 11. 


Now is our Salvation nearer than when we firft believed; 


and it is that which the Apoſtle Peter's abundant En- 


trante refers to, 2 Pet. 1. 12. For ſo an Entrance ſhall 
be miniſtred to you abunclantly, &c. And the laſt Pray- 
er of the Protomartyr can no otherwiſe be accounted 
for, but upon the foot of this Doctrine, when he ſaid, 
Lord FJeſus, receive my Spirit, Acts 7. 53. And thus 
have |, as fully as my Time would allow me, demon- 
ftrated the Remove of holy Souls from the Body unto 
Chriſt ; from tabernacling on Earth to dwelling in 
Heaven; from being at home as to this Body, unto a 
Being (1n.a far more proper and excellent Senſe) at 
home as to the Lord; And ſo much may ſuffice for. 
the-fir/# Thing in the Text, the State of holy Souls, 
when they depart this Life. I now proceed to ſhew, 


_ Seconaly, The Temper of Mind, which we ought to 
be in with reſpect to that State. And this is expreſs'd 
by two Words, the one of which ſignifies we are bold 
and fearleſs, not puſillanimous, and caſt down under 
our Affi ctions, becauſe we know, that no ſooner hath 
Death prevailed over this mortal Life, and turn'd us 
out of Houſe and Home into an unknown World, but 
we ſhall take immediate Poſſeſſion of our everlaſting; 
Habitation, where the bleſſed Jeſus is, and ſo be for 
Ever With him, which is our moſt proper, and to be 
fure our beſt Home. The other ſignifies, we are by 


the View of the bleſſed Conſequences of dying brought 


to that Temper of Mind, that how cloſe. ſoever the 


Love of Life and of the Budy Cleaves to us, yet the : 
| Fo __ Dele 
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Deſire of leaving it, for the ſake of being preſent with 
the Lord, which is a greater Good than any that can 
be had in it, is more ſtrong and governing in us. So 
that thoſe iW] o Words are expreſſive of two holy Diſ- 
poſitions, Which were eminently ſeen in the Primi- 
tive Confeſſors of our Lord Jeſus, and which ought to 
be in us alſo, | — OS Oey 

1. The Inclination of the new Nature to be preſent 


F with the Lord, and in order to that end, to be abſent 


from the Body. And willing rather to be abſent from 

W he Body, &c. Which Words again preſent us with 

= a twofold Biafs in every holy Soul; the one belonging 
to Nature, willing rather to be preſent with the Bo- 
dy; the other belonging to Grace, willing rather to 
de preſent with the Lord, and to be abſent from the 
Body. There is in Nature a ſtrong Affection to the 
preſent Life, and conſequently a ſtrong Averſion to 
Death, There is in Grace a ſtrong Affection towards 


the heavenly Life, which can no otherwiſe be obtained 
but by Death. Between thefe two Principles there is 
a mighty Struggle, and the Succeſs is various and al- 
ternate; but uſually Faith and Grace are victorious, 
ſo far. as to reconcile us to the Bitterneſs of Death, 


under the Views and Hopes of the beatifical and cele- 
ſtial Life that ſpringeth ont of it. But the Victory of 
Grace over Nature in this regard, as it js often fub- 
W ordinately owing to the Influence of our bodily Affli- 
| ions, ſo it always is the Effect of the mighty Power 
of God, as the principal Cauſe ; and this the Apoſtle 
ſuggeſts, Ver, 5. where, after ſpeaking of the ſtrange 
Tendency of a Believer's Heart towards Heaven, he 
adds, Now he that hath wrought us for the felfſame 
thing, is God, The truth is, without introduging the 
Power of God, as a Piece of Machinary into a Scene, 
this vanquiſhing of the natural Abhorrence of Death, 
by a ſtrong Appetite towards a future and inviſible 
State, is a præternatural Phenomenon altogether un- 
accountable. | e Had 
2. The other Diſpoſition which we ſhould aim at, 
is Magnanimity, and Confidence, in all the Diſtreſſes 
and Griefs of Life, whether of a more publick or of a 
more private Nature, ſpringing out of a joyful Ex- 
24 ITT. pectation. 
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pectation of being with our Lord . Jeſus after Death. 
And this may be conſider'd abſolutely in it ſelf, or in 
relation to the Fears of Death, and the Multiplicity of 
Sorrows we are incident to in Life. Conſider it abſo- 
lately in it ſelf, and ſo whether our Condition in this 
World be proſperous, or adverſe, chearful or melan- 
choly, yet the Hope of Glory ought to be a perpetu- 
al Spring of Confidence and Joy. For one of the great 
Precepts of the New Covenant is, Rejoyce in the Lord 
alway, &c, And as this Joy is a Degree above Sereni- 
ty and Peace, ſo there are a great many Degrees be- 
longing to Joy it ſelf, and we ſhould labour after the 
higheſt of them, not only now and then, but all our 
Da-s, Rejoycing with Jay unſpeakable, and full of Glory. 
But if you conſider this Diſpoſition relatively, with re- 
ſpect tothe Fears of Death, and all its frightful Har- 
bingers, and to the Multiplicity of Sorrows we are 
incident to in this Life, ſo we ought to apply the Hope 
of Glory, and of being ever with the Lord at Death, 
to the checking of our Grieſs, and bounding of our 
Sorrows, and maintaining of an equilibrious and even 
Frame of Soul in every Trial. For it is tobe remem- 
bred, that the greateſt Favourites of Heaven have no 
Pretence to Freedom from thoſe Afflictions which all 
Men are born unto; but a gracious Father hath pro- 
vided the ſtrongeſt Conſolations to ſupport their Spi- 
rits under them. The Hope of being one Day at home, 
is extreamly quieting under all the Inconveniencies 
we are liable unto while abroad. You have a Model 
of Rejoycing in thoſe Hopes and Views, and of tri- 
umphing over all our ſpiritual Enemies, and over 
Death among the reſt, in Rom. 8. from 31 to the End. 
And now it would be no hard Task to make out, why 
we, whom God hath wrought for this ſelf ſame thing, 
bythe renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, and have thro' 
Grace a lively Hope of Glory, ſhould- be willing ra- 
ther to be abſent from the Body, and to be preſent 
with the Lord, and joy ful under an Expectation that 
it wil be fa. In general, to depart and to be with 
Chriſt, is far better than to ſtay here, and continue at 
* a Diſtance from him. The Apoſtle is expreſs in this, 
Phil. 1 23, yea, and in the Original there is (ſays Mr. 
1 5 as | | 55 2 15 a 5 1 "my #Towe) 
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Home) an Emphaſis, which is but faintly expreſs'd in 
our Tranſlation ; for the Apoſtle uſeth a double Com- 

ariſon, Taal yds jo u xgaccor, it 15 oy much more 
etter, The Rationale of this will appear, e 
1. By balancing the Inconveniencies of our embo- 


W dy'd Eſtate, and the Advantages of our ſeparate one. 
= 2. By oppoling the Advantages of the ſeparate State 


unto all the debe Appearances, and Pretences, of n Aale, 
the embody d one. | 


1. By balancing the Inconveniencies of our embo- 
dy'd State, and the Advantages of our ſeparate one. 
Adverſities and Aſflitions arè the uſual and ordinary 
Appurtenances of our preſent State of Mortality; 


Hab. 3. 2. Remember them that ſuffer Adverſity, &c. Our 
principal Adverſary the Devil goes about like a roar- 

ing Lion, ſeeking whom he may devour, So we cannot 
in reaſon but be always looking for Annoyance and 


Temptation from that ſide, while we are out of Hea- 
ven. And fjnce we have a Body of Sin in us, as well 
as of Fleſh about us, we muſt expect to be foyld and 
overcome in many a particular Encounter, and be 


made Priſoners to the Law of Death, which is in our 


Members, Rom. 7. 23. and to be a thouſand times be- 
fore we die render'd very miſerable, through the cap- 


F tivating Power of indwelling Sin. God being a God 


that hideth his Face from the Houſe of Jacob, the be- 
ing now and then left to walk in Darkneſs, and to ſee 
no Light, ought not to be accounted a ſtrange thing, 
while we continue abſent from the Lord. How fafe 
ſoever electing, redeeming, and renewing Grace, the 
Council of Peace between the Father and the Son, and 
all the Promiſes of everlaſting Life to Believers, make 
us, with reſpect to this future State, yet we have no 
abſolute Security, againſt over-whelming Fears of the 
Wrath of God, and of a quite contrary State. But 
let the Condition of our Souls, with reſpe& to the 
Fears of the Event, be what it will, it is certain that 
Death is an Enemy, as dreadful as he is unavoidable ; 
he will find us out, he will force us to an Engagement, 
and he will be too hard for us; there is no Diſcharge 
or conquering in that War, otherwiſe than by dying. 
And he is a very terrible Adyerſary, he is call'd the 
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King of Terrors, and this dreadful Battle is before us. 


Bleſſed are they who have already fought it, and ob- 
ta ind the bloody Victory. But theſe and all the other 


Conſiderations make the preſent State of Frailty and 
Mortality very undeſirable and burdenſome ; they 
make us groan exceedingly in our Tabernacle, and 


render the Thoughts of our Home very pleaſing and 
delightfal; this is the dark Side of the Cloud. Now 
let us behold its bright Side; when once we have 
dropt the Body, we ſhall in that Moment be diſincum- 


ber d of all the miſerable Appendages of it, all its Di- 
ſeaſes, and Pains, and the far heavier Burden of our 


deteſtable Corruptions will be laid down too. For 
when the Spirits of juſt Men ſhall be ſeparated, in that 
Inſtant they will be per fected. Satan is a dreaded 
Enemy now,but God will bruiſe Satan under our Feet 
ſhortly. When our Souls have departed out of our 


Bodies, they will be plac'd above the Reach of Evil 


and Temptation. It will be entirely out of the Pow- 
er of the ſecond Death to hurt them. An everlaſting 
Period will then be put to the War that is now be- 
tween us, and all our dreadful Adverſaries. Gad, a 
Troop, may overcome him in a ſingle Battle, thro the 
Power of Sin, but he will overcome at leaſt in the Con- 
cluſion of the War, thro' the far greater Power of 
Grace. That which is now before us, will then be behind 
us, and we ſhall look back upon the dark Valley of the 
Shadow of Death, with the more ſerene and joyful Re- 
fentments of our paſt Dangers, and of the ſeaſonable 
Interpoſitions of the Grace, Power, and Spirit of God, 
and of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, at that nice and dange- 
rous ſuncture for as. But the Advantages of the 781 
ture State are not only negative, in Oppoſition to the 
Diladvantages of the preſent, but poſitive, and great, 
and many. Things that Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear 
heard, &c, If we therefore thus in our Minds com- 
pare the Inconveniencies of our embody'd State, with, 
the Advantages of our feparate one, and Faith main- 
tains a juſt Superiority over our Unbelief, in this De- 
bate, we muſt needs feel a ſtrange and ſtrong Deſire 
and Heat towards that ſeparate State, and as 


great a Coldneſs towards the preſent, Eſpecially if, 
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2. You compare the Advantages of the embody'd. 
State, with the Advantages of the ſeparate State to- 
gether; for ſoit will appear, that thoſe of the former 
are of no Account at all, upon a Balance with the lat- 
ter; if it were only for this, that the things which 
are ſeen are temporal, but the things which are not ſeen 
are eternal. And therefore while we look not at 
things preſent, becauſe they are temporal, but at 
things future, becauſe they are eternal; our Inclina- 
tion towards the latter muſt needs be the ruling 

Principle of our Souls, For while we confine our 
Thoughts to Things of Senſe, a Moment of Time is 


long; but when we diſengage our Minds from Earth, 
: and fix our Thoughts intent upon Eternity, then a 
{ WE thouſand Years of time begin to be but as a Moment. 
> For what Proportion is there between the longeſt 
time, and an everlaſting Duration? But more parti- 
1 cularly, | | | 3 

(...) The Body is concreated with us, and fo natural 
do uss therefore it muſt needs be hard parting with 
it. la it we always lived, ever ſince we began to live; 
2 we therefore practically take it for our Home, and 
e know not how to leave it; like a Child, who having 
„ been always kept abroad, takes his Nurſe's Houſe for 
if his Home, and is not willing to return to his 
d Fathers. But (my Beloved) one Moment in 
$3 the State of Separation ſpent with the bleſſed Jeſus in 
"1 the heayenly Places, will give us juſter Sentiments of 
le theſe things, and will ſtrike our Souls with the laſt. 
d, Aſſurance, that the Body is not our Home. And 


then will our Houſe that is eternal in the Heavens, be 
unſpeakably more familiar and natural to us, than e- 


5 ver the Tabernacle of the Body was. B'S; 
1 (2.) Earthly Pleaſures, whether of Body or Mind, 
ar ßpringing out of our Inclinations (whether natural or 
4 adventit ious) and out of the Enjoy ment of their pro- 
th per Objects, extreamly endear the embody d State to 
big us. But alas! what is this World with its moſt ex- 
e. alted Fruitions? It is a World of Shadows and Ap- 
3: pearances. It is the other World only, that is a 


World of Subſtances and Realities. The Whole of 
f. ite is but a Dream, at beſt, a pleaſant Dream, out 
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of which we awake, when the Sun of Righteonſneſs 
ariſes upon our ſeparate Souls, in the Morning of E- 
ternity. What then are all the Pleaſures of Life unto 
thoſe Pleaſures which are at God's right Hand for &- 
ver more? And to thoſe which will eternally and with- 
gut Intermiſſion flow from the dear Smiles of a Re- 
deemer's Face ? And from the raviſhing Converſe of 
the purify'd Spirits of juſt Men, who have run their 
Race, and of the ſhining Seraphims? The moſt pow- | 
erful dead Weight after all upon this Willingneſs to be 
gone, and upon this Rejoycing in the Hope of being 
with the Lord, is the Ihviſibleneſs of the future State. 
In that reſpect the preſent may ſeem to have the 
Advantage of it; the one al viſible, the other 
not. But I anſwer to this: Dcth not the Apo- 
file fay, We ſte Feſus crown'd with Glory ad Honour, 
&c. We entirely believe a future Glory, and in that 
Senſe ſee it. For there is he which belongs to 


Faith. We believe a future Life and Immottality up- 
on the Authority of the Lord Jeſus in his Word, wh5 
hath brought both to Light there, By Faith we be- 
lieve the Scriptures to be the Word of God, and from 
them we know in general, that if God hath wrought 
us for this ſelf-ſame thing, we ſhall then be ſent 
with the Lord, when we are abſent froni our Bodies. 
We have alſo a further Satisfaction concerning this 
future Glory, from our ſpiritual Senſe of an inward 
and transforming Work of the holy Spirit, upon our 
Hearts, by which we are wrought for this felf-ſame 
thing. 'We may eaſily infer that there is another 
World, prepar'd for our everlaſting Abode, which is 
more connatural to the new Nature in us, than this 
World is. This World is indeed adapted unto our 
animal Life, and in ſome meaſure to the rational ; but 
what Congruity hath it to the divine one ? The State 

of heavenly Glory therefore is exceeding plain from 
the State of Grace. Some of us likewiſe. have ſtil! 
higher Aſſurances of the Bleſſedneſs of this State of Se- 
paration from the Body, by ſotne ttanſient Glinipſes of 
it, which the bleſſed Spirit hath been pleas'd to indulge 
us with. And we have the extraordinary Eper ien, 
ces of others, to add unto, and ſupply the Defets of 
our 
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our own. So little Reaſon then have we upon the 


whole to be ty'd down by Nature, and by Fetters of 
Senſe, unto Earth; and ſo much Reaſon to ſtretch our 
Views and Hopes into Eternity, and to derive the 
greateſt of our Satisfactions from within the Vail, and 
to feel the ſtrongeſt Inclinations to a World on the o- 
ther ſide of Death, and above thi. Stam 4-1 
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So much may ſaffice for the do&rinal Part. Let us now 


proceed to make ſome Improvement of the whole. And, 


1. By way of Fxhortation. 
2. By way of Comfort. 


1. By way of Exhortation, and that in three Par- 
ticulars. | | LIT. Of 


RN GON © 7 Id 0TS TIER. POTS. ID 
1. Let-us hold faſt the main Truth which the Text 
ſets before us, that holy Souls become very happy in 
the Preſence and Enjoyment of the Lord Jeſus, as ſoon 
as they are ſeparated from their Bodies ; for, Bleſſed 


. 


are the Dead that die in the Lord. It is not only tre 


that they all be bleſſed hereafter at the Reſurrecti· 
on, but they are in a bleſſed State, even now., There 


are ſome who profeſs to believe that the Spirits of juſt 


Men fall aſleep at Death, and ſo continue till they a- 
Wake at the Reſurrection. There are others, whoſe 
Principles ſend the far greater part of Souls, that go 
out of the World, intoa State they call Purgatory; as 
being too good for Hell, and too bad for Heaven. And 
a third ſort not contented with making the ; State of 
the Reſurrection to be different only in Degrees of 
Bleſſedneſs, from that of the Separation, aſſert a Pre- 
hemirience in the very Nature of it, and will not allow 
the ſeparate Souls of good Men to be in Heaven, and 
to be with Chriſt there; but all theſe Docbrines are 
contraty to the Word of God, as appears by, What 
you have heard this Day. And to that Word, as in 
all Points, ſo in this; you will do well; with that un- 


limited Subje&ion,, Which Man's Intelle& owes utito 
r ihe ne Ne i dg, 
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2. Let us altogether aſcribe it to Grace, that ever 
ſuch Proviſion ſhould be made for the Safety and Fe- 
licity of us loſt Sinners, in a future State. That even 
the Execution of the Curſe of the Law againſt us in 
Death, ſhould be the very Means of advancing us, to 
ſo conſummate an Happineſs and Life in Heaven, and 
to the everlaſting Enjoy ment of the bleſſed Jeſus 


there, we can never advance the Honburs of this Grace 
high enough. Ft 


J et us lay out our moſt active Endeavours to ob- 
=tain the Frame mention'd in the Text, the being con- 
fident and willing to be abſent from the Body, and 
to be preſent with the Lord. Death is an Adverſary 
ſo formidable, and a diſlodging from the Body into a 
World we never ſaw, ſo unnatural, that we cannot 
chooſe but ſhudder at it, (and yet as terrible as dying 
is, it is infinitely better dying to be with Chriſt, 
than living here on Earth without him) but ſince this 
awful Diſſolution of the Frame of Nature is inevitable, 
we had need look out to ſecure ſuch a State of Happi- 
neſs after Death, as may place us above the pteſent 
Fears of it, and any Poflibility of Injury from it af- 
terwards. And ſince we are obnoxious to ſo many 
Adverſities in this World, and there are no Conſola- 
tions to qualify them, but what are taken from the o- 
ther, therefore the gaining of an Intereſt in the Happi- 
neſs of that other World, is worthy of our great- 
eſt Pains in this. Here then let us uſe our moſt vigo- 
tous Endeavours, that at laſt we may be able to ſay, 
as the Apoſtle in my Text, We are confident and wil- 
ling rather to be abſent from the Body, and to be preſent 
with the Lord. Oh happy, happy they, who can ſay 
they are ſo! Now then, EO rp ne” 


1. Let it be all our Buſineſs to attain this beſt of 
Knowledge; it is impoſſible for us to be willing to die 
withont it. We muſt lay our Foundation plainly 
here, All other Extenuations cf the Horror of dy ing, 
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how philoſophical and ingenious ſoever, are only Sports | 
of Wit and Amuſements to the Fancy, without the | 


| 


Knowledge of our being preſent with the Lord Jeſus. affe «a 


But how may this Knowledge be attain'd ? I anſwer, | 
If God hath wrought and prepar'd you for this State, 
he will certainly bring you to it. Hath he then after 
Water >Bodres, made you meet for 
Heaven? You will never fall ſhort of it. Can you 
perceive in your ſelves the Characters of a new Crea- 
ture; he hath prepar'd new Heavens and a new 
Earth for new Creatures to dwell in. Hath he wrought 
in you ſtrong Deſires after Heaven, and after the En- 
joyment of the bleſſed Jeſus who is in it? Tis a De- 
monſtration that he intends you ſhall be for ever with 
him there. You muſt therefore do your beſt to en- 
gage the fanifying Operations of the Spirit upon your 
Souls; and then from an introſpective View of them, 
may you conclude the Happinels of your future State, 
and infer that you ſhall be preſent with the Lord when 
abſent from the Body; and probably you will attain 
theſe Operations, if you do your utmoſt in order to 
it. I Would adviſe you to ponder at your Leiſure, 
the Nine firſt Verſes of Prov. 2, &c. When you have 
got this bleſſed Knowledge, that aſſoon as you are ab- 
ent from the Body, you ſhall be preſent with the 
Lord, Affections and Deſires towards that bleſſed State 


* 


2. Have a care of quenching them. Now there are 
two ways of cooling theſe Delires to hve in Heaven 
with Chriſt; the one is by proſtituting your Souls 
unto the Pleaſure of any Luſt; and the other is, when 
you are off of your Guard, in reſpect of the lawful 
Enjoyments of this World, and ſo fall under the Pow- 
er of them; either of theſe irregular Kinds of Palli- 
ons, will interfere with Flames of a Celeſtial 
Nature. | | S414 BEN Og | 


3. Doall you can to blow up the Fire of Lore, and of 
ſpiritual Deſires after. this future Preſence of the 1 
Feſus in Heaven, D 2 . 
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In order to which end ; 


1. Enjoin it upon your ſelves as a daily Task, to 
have cloſe Meditations upon the Glory of this futute 
State. 1 55 1 
2. Conſcientionſly maintain a moſt inward and vi- 
tal Communion with the Lord Jeſus, by Acts of Faith 
every Day. For this is the way to have at times ſuch 
Specimens and Manifeſtations of his attractive Excel- 


lencies, as will ſet your whole Souls on Fire, until you 


have a full Poſſeſſion of him, 
5 4 8 N 


3. Labour to live in an Evangelical Obedience FR 
all his Commands. Obedience will make us ſtill fitter 


for Heaven, and will keep your Evidences fot it 
bright and legible, But after all, the Proportions of 


Unbelief and Carmality in us, are ſo much above thoſe 


of Faith, and of the 'divine Love, that- our Celeſtial 


Father, in the conſummate Greatneſs of his Wiſdom, 
ſees Afflictions abſolutely needful for us, to accompliſh 
that Relaxation from this World, and thoſe Propen» 


— fions to the other, which by pure Faith and Love we | 


ſeldom arrive at. 


(2.) A Word by way of Comfort. How full of 
Conſolation are the Breaſts of this Evangelical Do- 
Arine ! How full of Conſolation with reſpe& to our 
ſelves ! The Time draws on that we muſt die. How 


infinitely ſupporting is it, that ſo doth the Time of 


our Salvation too! That the firſt and ſecond Death are 
ſo happily disjoin'd ! That the Conſequences of Death 
are ſo inviting, how ſhocking ſoever Death it ſelf is! 
And the thing which we moſt dread will bring us to 
the Fruition of that which we moſt love, the: bleſſed 


Jeſus ! Oh what Matter of Joy is here! For we ſhall 
find infinitely more in order to our Satisfaction and 


Happineſs in Heaven from one Chriſt, than from all 


the Varieties which the Earth affords us, Again, how 
4 e 5 4 a3 = „ oe 1 ne 
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full of Conſolation are theſe Springs, with reſpe&& to 
our dear Friends or neareſt Relations, to whom to 
live was Chriſt, and ſo to die'hath been gain! We 
mourn for them, and it is a Debt to Nature ſo to do, 
but we muſt not mourn as thoſe that have no Hope con- 
cerning them, for that would be injurious unto Grace. 
We are Loſers indeed by their dying, but they are 
Gainers. They are abſent from us, and we are trou- 
bled ; but they are preſent with the Lord, and they 
rejoyce. ' They are gone from us, but they are gone to 
Chriſt, and added to the Spirits of juſt Men made 
petfect, among whom they live and reign with him. 
How comfortable are ſuch Reflections with reſpe& to 
pious Friends departed! Bleſſed be God, the Relati- 
ons of the Deceas'd (whom we lament this Day) have 
a fall Flow of this Conſolation, without the leaſt. Re- 
ſerve of Jealouſſe, with reſpe& unto her. This will 

ſoon appear to all, from her Character, which was 

tranſmitted to me from a Hand very fit to prepare it, 

| n [ ſhall now preſent yoa ; and it is as fol- 
oO AIG mt 


lt may be expected that ſome Accaunt ſhould be gi- 
ven of the Deceas'd; and it would be inexculable tb 
bary ker in Oblivion with Men, who (as we have 
Reaſon to believe) is had in everlaſting Remembrance 
with God, It might be alſo very injurious to with- 
hold a Character, which yields fo much Inſtruction, 
not to ſay Reproof unto the Living, at the ſame time 
that it honours the precious Memoty of ſuch a M6- 
ther in rae/; an Honour not the leſs her due, becauſe 
| ſhe never deſir'd it, or thought her ſelf. wofthy of it. 
9 29 the Advantage of a good Deſcent, and pious 

Education? Her Father was of an antient Family in 
Hertfordſhire, 'a Gentleman of an Eſtate, eminent 
Parts and Learning, and one who bravely eſpous'd the 
Intereſts of Religion. Her Mother was a Gentle- 
woman of very good Extraction; and yet, more di- 
Ringuiſh'd by an accompliſh'd, ingennous; and graci- 
ons Soul; than by her Alliance or high Birth. 1 
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under Perſecutions, whom ſhe viſited even in Pri- 
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her Daughter was a bright Image of ſo excellent a 
Mother. God who deſign'd her to no obſcure Station 
or Circumſtances in the World, gave her a Body and 
a Mind worthy of that Reſpe&, which ſhe was to re- 
ceive in the ſeveral Stages of her Life. She was in her 
younger Years bleſs d with a ſtrong and healthy Con- 
Kitution. Her Aſpect was very comely and graceful. 


In her Deportment there was Gravity without Mo- 


roſneſs, Chearfulneſs without Levity, and a moſt ob- 


ling Civility, the Reſult not of Art and Conſtraint 


but of a generous Mind, which inform'd and govern'd 
her whole Behaviour. Her Apprehenſion was quick 
and lively; her Underſtanding clear, and comprehen- 
ſive; her judgment ſolid and diſtinguiſhing z her 
Fancy refin'd and vigorous; her Invention happy and 
fertile; her Affections ſtrong, well directed, and 
conſtant ; and the whole Frame of her Soul ſaited to 
thoſe great and uſeful Undertakings, in which the 
greater part of her Life was employ d. 

la her tender Years ſhe felt divine Impreſſions upon 
her Soul, which paved the way to an early Conver- 
{ion 5 a Converſion indeed attended with very great 
inward Troubles, but productive of a moſt eminent 
Holineſs, and a rich Underſtanding and Experience of 
the Grace of the Goſpel, with a warm Inclination Na 
bove moſt, both by writing and diſcourſing) to 
-uſeful to others. Her Inſight into this Grace, the 


deep Impreſſion it made upon her Soul, caus d her 


ever after to value moſt (tho ſhe lov'd all good 


Men) thoſe Miniſters of Chriſt, who with a ſuitable 


Converſation entertain'd the moſt ſayory Sentiments 
of it, and who more ſtrictly conform'd their Faith 
and Worſhip unto the Word of God as their 
only Rule, and purſued his Glory as their higheſt 
When ſhe was young ſhe was a ſingular Pattern 
of Piety towards God, Duty to her Parents, Mortifi- 
cation to the Vanities of the World, and Commiſe- 
ration to the Afflicted, in particular to the Faithful 


ſon, 
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ſon, and relievd with her Generoſity and Bene- 
ficence. : | RE Lb : 2 REI 
When Providence called her into the Conjugal 
Relation, it did aſſociate her with one that was an 
eminent Pattern of Religion, and Patron of its Fol- 
lowers, in Mercy to them both, and to many others. 
This happy Pair for 36 Years walked together as 
Heirs of the Grace of Life, in the ſweeteſt and moſt 
amiable Affection, moſt happily agreeing in Judg- 
ment and Practice, in Wiſdom and Zeal, and in En- 
deavonrs to be and do good, walking as Zacharias and 
Elizabeth, in all the Ordinances and Commandments of 
the Lord bl Was. CEE. 

Her dear Conſort having the Tryal (for more than 
W of a very weakly and infirm Conſtitation 
ſupported (under Providence) chiefly by Art, an 
rendred thereby uncapable of attending domeſtick 
Affairs, the Care of a very large Family was devolved 
upon her, which ſhe manag' d with the exacteſt Oeco- 
nomy, and the moſt eaſy Diſpatch, together with a 
ſingular and indefatigable Care of her neareſt Rela- 
tive, under his often Infirmities, and yet found Time 
for a conſtant Family Worſhip, and for all the Duties 
of Retirement, and for many extraordinary Days 
both of Faſting and Thankſgiving, which were car- 
ried on both by Miniſters and others in her Houſe, 
on eſpecial Occaſions ; all which made her Family a 
| Bethel, a Nurſery of Religion, in which Grace took 
rooting (under her particular Care) in the Hearts of 
many Servants and others, who proy'd uſeful Chri- 
ſtians in their Generation. 1 N 
God was pleas' d to bleſs her with a numerous 
Offspring, Thirteen in Number, of which Two died 
before they had attained the Uſe of their Reaſon ; 
and ſhe had the Comfort to ſee, in all the reſt of the 
Branches, the Divine Life, and the Fruits of Righ- 
teouſneſs, as a, ſignal Anſwer of her many Prayers, 
and a remarkable Bleſſing upon her excellent In- 
ſtruckions, and extraordinary Care in their Educa- 
tion. She travel'd again in Birth, till N 2s 
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formed in them, and had no-greater Joy than #0 ſes her 
Children walking in the Truth, But as God gave her 


great Grace and Comfort, ſo he viſited her with 


many and: very great Afflictions: The Loſs of two 
Mothers (her Yokefellow's and her own) and both 


eminently good, and of fo, tender and gracious a 
- Husband, were no ſmall Trials, and it muſt be al- 
low'd to have been a ſingular Exerciſe to,ſee Eight of 


Ten Children, who were grown up, go off the Stage 
_ her; and. among, theſe, two Sons in their 


looming Age, of, ſuch rate. Accompliſhments, both 
as Gentlemen and Chriſtians, as highly endear'd 
them, as well to others as to an affectionate Parent, 


and render d them capable of being uſeful to an high 


degree in both Church and State. But theſe and 


many other Strokes God enabled her to bear with a 


Þ. 1 


moſt exemplary | Submiſſion and Reſi nation, ſaying 


on ſuch Occaſions, © I thank God, who hath brought 
J am fo, and am 


me to his foot; I would be ſo, I am fo 
* fully ſatisfied ro be what he would have me be, and 
* I give him Reverence. . .. £0 


* 


7 


very great, and yet manag' d with ſuch a prudent Di- 


tribution, and attended with ſuch an extraordinary 


Bleſſing from Heaven, . as that there was. notwith- 


* 


Þ 


ſtanding a lentifut Proviſion for a large Family, and 


many incidental Occaſjans, . .. . 


It ought not to be forgotten how conſtant and uni- 
verſal a Reception and Refuge in the worſt of Times, 
all Chriſt's Miniſters, who ſuffered: for pure and un- 
defiled Religion, found in her Houſe, and what, 


Kindneſs an 


Opportunities of Service they met with 
there, 175 | p 


Ule of the publick Ordinances, and in the private Pu- 


ties of Religion, in which ſhe often met pee. 
* j f 


Her Bounty and Liberality to the ; Indigent was 


| . 8 IT „ 
In the latter Part of her Time the Toils and Sor- 
rows of Life broke in upon her Conſtitution, im- 
pair d her Strength, and inclin'd her to retire the laſt 
Seven Years from Buſineſs, and tlieſe ſhe imploy d in, 
a yet Cloſer Preparation fer her great Change, in the 
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of God; her Faith being ſtrong, and her Love more 
and more transfer'd from Earth to Heaven. And it 
was no wonder to find Fruit thus ripened bending to 
the Gatherer, and to ſee a Soul exerciſed in realizin 
Views, .and ſweet Foretaſts of Heaven, longing 3 
much to be there, which ſhe did not barely as a Diſ- 
charge from Sorrow, but chiefly as an Exemption 
from Sin, and as a Place where God and the Bleſſed 
Jeſus are fully and eternally enjoyed. In this Senſe; 
and with theſe. Views, for ſome Years before her 
Death, ſhe could ſpeak the Apoſtle's Language, Be- 
ing Confident, I ſay, and willing rather to be abſent 
from the Body, aud wo he þ arm hich the Lord. This 
made her welcome every Affliction tat: ſecm'd likely, , . 
to haſten. her Diſſolution, tho“ ſhe could, quietly; ſah-.... 
mit, when ſhe found her ſelf diſappdinted, and,heg, - 


Days prolonged. FR 
1 
nk 
80 


In the beginning of her haſt Sickneſs, her 
was ſedate = 7, ng firml Tarn hs 
deemer, in whom ſhe had believed; but as the Ago 
nies of Nature grew greater towards the Concluſion, 
ſo her Faith 10 Joy proportionably advanced, and 
her Patience had an eminent Trial, and its perfect 
Work. © Seldom are there known ſuch exquiſite Pains 
in the Body, and Joy in the Soul, as met in her. 
And às God continued to her the Uſe of her Speeck 
and Reaſon to the laſt; ſo did ſhe imploy them in 
Moſt wife and pertinent, and gracious Exhorta tions, 
ſolemnly giyen to her Children, andin the. maſſ ar cis 
dent Brekthings to be with Chtiſt,, and ſee pit 
Glory, (as ſlice expreſsd it) without a. Glaſsz e- vu. 
tween. i | , £ 3 3 I dn fi SO: ING , 7 
She diſcovered a very great Deſire of, and. Delight, , 

in Prayer, Which.ons'made wit and for het, almolk ... 
without ceaſing; She often lrequefted hint who ofi-* ©. 
ciated, to commit het Soul into the Arms ef Chriſt} * © 
She declared her Joy in the Hope of Glory, calling 
frequently upon the Lord Jeſus to come quickly, de- 
firing that the holy Angels might do their Office: 
And manifeſted an * Pleaſure, when Nad | 

IS bs | made 


9 


14 „ FuxxRAL SERMON, 2for | » 


4 , * \/ 2 1 4 N > 
made its near ang viſible Approaches: And thns ſhe. 
fmill'd her Courſe! „f N, 7 nt; en £5, 


And now, my Beloved, every one muſt allow that, 
the Militant Church hath ſaffer'd a great Loſs in the 
Death of ſo eminent a Member of it. Chriſtians 
ſo complete à Character are very rare in our Days: 
which makes the preſent Affliction the harder to hear. 
But then we ovght to have a moſt grateful Reſent- 
ment of that holy Care, which ſhe (with, her pious 
Conſort) took 1 _ 8 her Ade tHe 
happy Fruits of which I may be permitted (I 
without Flattery)"t& ſay the Chorch of God hack 65 
joy d, in thoſe: of them who are dead, and dot Gil 
enjoy, in thofe of chem who are yet alive, ho are, 
and I truſt will be, a Seed to ſerve the Lord Jeſus, 
G their Parent's Venerable Heads are laid in their 
raves. ; EIS 4 TEETH BL TS ORs ABT BITE: AS if RE I 


/ S by 


J you, my dear Friends, and reverend Bre- 
thren,” Who are moſt ſenſibly touch d by this be: 
reaving Providence, I would willingly have addreſs d 
my ſelf in a diftint Word of Exhortation, had! 
thought it needful, But you your ſelves are taught 

of God to make a wiſe and ſpiritual Improvement of 

this Stroke. To call upon you to rejoice in the much 

more than necefſary Evidences which you have of the 

Mi ' preſent happy State of your Relations, and to a- 
Uielee Vaken your Sch to a very vigilant Preparation far a 


| * dying Hour, by this Example of Mortality, would 
\ . -hedugertluons, ſince you not only know theſe things, 
18 bunt ate ſo be, as to do them. But O, my Bre. 
li Ahren, and Fritnds,' let us endeavour, in the Grace 
1 , gf. Chriſt, to Bold -on as we: have begun, and perſe- 
ll Were whto®the,Fndy: and to be Followers of them, 
bf © *who through Faith and Patience are now inheriting, 
| the Promiſes. And could we all be fo wiſe, as to 
0 improve the frequent Inſtances of ther bw ver of Death, 
0 that preſent themſelves before us, by regulating our 
ll. Lives according, to the Raves EIS A | of 
VVV Tb” 
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of our Redeemer, and ſuch beautif 1 Þ 
this, which hath now been held forth 2 255 3 
ſhould ſoon ſo far moderate our Love of the Ani 


and ſo inflame our W t 
teſtial State, as: 3555 * to A with the Ape 


We are ' confident, wiltn ther 
Jem 1705 the Or or, #2 ve we frm the 12225 
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Starrs, for this Sate. Pag 26. I. i b. 34ly. page 
26. I. 25. alter Rnomiadęe. r that when we are abe 
fen ſrem rhe Body, we (bell be preſent, with rhe Lord. 
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ö namely, thoſe concerning God's Eternal [ _— 


t F : Jos the Liberty of Man's Will, Grace and Converſion; 
dete Extent and Efficacy of Chriſt's Redemption, and 
1 Perſeverance i in Grace. By Foln ID D. 5. 
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